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When you find those perfect friends that you know would be amazing to go on a trip with,
should jump on the opportunity!

https://www.purewander.com/perfect-group-road-trip-10-day-itinerary-portugal-spain/
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several difrerent interests.

Want to try a similar itinerary? Here's exactly what we accomplished in 10 days; the perfect
amount of beaches, cities and sangria!

Day 1-2: The Algarve and Southern Portugal
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Hidden beaches are only a stone’s throw from Vale d'Oliveiras too - although the water was
chilly! We dived in anyways and took turns jumping off rocky cliffs, snorkeling and sun tanning.
Do note that a lot of these beaches require a quick hike in the heat to reach - and welcome
nudity. But it's all worth the experience, as they're some of the prettiest beaches I've ever seen.
Keep an eye out specifically for Praia do Carvalho, which | think is the best.
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Day 3-4: Lisbon, Portugal

A first for me, | was so excited to finally make it to Lisbon on my 4% trip to Portugal. It's about a
two-and-a-half hour drive, but you can take your time along the coastal route too for some
beach breaks. Our sanctuary in the city is the award-winning Altis Belem design hotel. It's
located on the river near the Padrao dos Descobrimentos monument.
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Indulge in spectacular harbor views, a Michelin-star restaurant onsite and individually themed
rooms that feel more like small apartments. Sleek common spaces with muted concrete and
artwork details made for a sophisticated ambiance to be enjoyed between bouts of sightseeing.
It was the perfect oasis to return to after a couple days of riding the famous trams through
Lisbon and admiring the vibrant street art.
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! d the hidden gem below Altis Belem - a modern spa space available to guests for
S g and relaxing. At the end of the day it's virtually empty, so we were able to float
trrowg—r—hot-and-cold pools in privacy.
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Car Switch!

While our budget was not super limited for this road trip, we did realize it would drastically
change if we had a car rental for the full ten days. Most rental companies tack on a massive fee
for a one-way trip when it crosses country borders. We were quoted an additional 600 euro for

this route!

Luckily, the amazing people at Auto Europe offered a simple alternative: Two separate rentals.
We had one car for Portugal for the first five days, then a second car for the second five days. It
was a slight inconvenience, but it's only a two-hour drive between Faro in southern Portugal to
Seville in southern Spain. It's simple to take an Uber, car share program or bus between the
destinations and you can then use your saved funds to splash out later.
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U uic yalrius Ul uic uru tuwil.

The Vincci La Rabida Hotel is super close to the giant gothic cathedral and the Alcazar Palace in
Seville, so most attractions are easily accessible through the narrow cobblestone streets. This
hotel has classic archways and a cool courtyard for a drink and a treat. Head up to the rooftop
to see the top of the cathedral too. | don’t know which was better - this rooftop view or the
picturesque yellow-trimmed courtyard with fountain you can indulge for breakfast.
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At had popped up right before | moved back to the U.S. was the Metropol Parasol. |

turistic-looking structure with a mall on the ground floor, but didn't realize how

<

or

many Iayers could be explored until we went with our group at dusk.
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Erected to avoid ancient ruins discovered below it's surface, the ‘mushroom’ offers rooftop
views of the city from a fresh angle. Pay for a ticket and take the elevator to the top, where
there’s a curvy catwalk flanked by sign to highlight points of interest. Your ticket is good for a
free sangria at the bar there too.
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As for meals, we were lucky to stumble on the Casa Pepe Hillo. If you can move past the bull
heads that decorate the walls, you'll be rewarded with some of the best tapas I've had in the city.
It's near the famed bullring and is open until midnight.

Before leaving we swung by the Plaza de Espana and spontaneous decided to take one of the
rowboats around the mini waterway. Impromptu flamenco song wafted through the air as we
floated by the horseshoe of Renaissance and Moorish revival architecture. It's a must-see, and
for a couple of euro, hilarious to row through too.
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~r~o—0: Granada and Ronda, Spain
L wards from Seville was scenic and lovely, with a stop in the staggering cliff-top town

of Ronda, about 2-hours’ drive prior to Granada. It was so hot so our trip was quick, but it was
worth the pit stop to have lunch and marvel at the deep gorge in the main part of town.
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0 gearwit the oppressive heat (besides blasting the air conditioning in the car) on our drive to
Granada, we found a wild swimming hole near Benaojan and Ronda called the Cueva del Gato.
It's off the main road and mostly frequented by locals, but don’t miss the chance to take a dip!
Bring some tapas and get ready for a crazy cold but crazy refreshing swim in the clear waters.
Some people jumped from the mini waterfall with loud shouts and machismo behavior, which
did ruin the chilled-out mood a little. But we still loved it and it was a welcomed break from the
winding, bumpy roads.
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Granada is rich in Moorish tradition, with its iconic Alhambra Palace perched on a hill
overlooking the city below. You must buy tickets in advance to see this modern world wonder,
and be prepared for lines to get into some of the more spectacular areas of the complex. People
might disagree, but | think if you also enjoy Seville, you can do one or the other - either the
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Besides the Alhambra, we were on a tapas hunt. In Granada, you can order a drink at the bar
and they will offer a free snack! There is a real pizzazz to this method of eating and grazing. Be
ready for your group to often get the same tapas, so warn the picky eaters. The guys didn’t catch
on fast enough and kept asking for pints - but if you plan several rounds, it's better to go for
halves or small glasses of wine to get the best results.
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A lot of ‘bebidas’ has us feeling a little rough the next morning, so a session at the Hammam al
Andalus was just what was need to cure our blues. | didn't think I'd like the cave-style hammam,
especially with the hot weather outside, but it was wonderfully quiet and pleasant. Mint tea,
steam rooms, hot stone areas and pools carved with Arabic/Moorish design transported us to
another time and place. It's well worth the time for you and friends to fully relax.
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( s also a highlight of visiting the city. My parents are huge fans of Marriott hotel
¢ b am |. However, | had not heard of the Autograph Collection before and think it's
: lend of brand-name service and local charm. The AC Palacio De Santa Paula is
| arriott name, but boasts an old converted convent and traditional courtyard true to
Grarmauastwyre. Our rooms had a lofted wood beamed ceiling, modern bathroom and swinging
q window shutters. It's one of the most aesthetically-pleasing rooms I've seen and a

errect base for exploring the rest of Granada by foot.

Day 10: Marbella
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71
Itwas time to handle the heat one more time before making it to the coast. Near Granada is a
sparkling turquoise reservoir that welcomes swimmers all year round. The Embalse de los
Bermejales is gorgeous and located in a valley. Have a plan for shade as it's totally out in the
open, but you can drive right onto the beach close to the water.
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Before driving on, you must have a massive meal at the Complejo Rural El Molinillo overlooking
the reservoir. We ordered way too many things and dug through piles of calamari, roasted pork
and fresh salads. There was a huge birthday party indoors, and the wait staff brought a few free
tapas to apologize for the short wait.
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A few long days of driving definitely earned us some luxurious rest at the end of an incredible
trip. As we pulled up to the grand entrance of Villa Padierna, | knew we were somewhere
special. | knew the likes of former first lady Michelle Obama had stayed at this property on her
own trip to Spain, so our group was thrilled to experience some similarly lavish and enjoyed by
American royalty. While the ambiance of the pool area and spa was wonderful, we also spent
part of the day at Villa Padierna’s beach club.
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A property doesn't have direct beach access it should not be overlooked as a flaw;
Yoo a driver down five minutes to the shore any time during the day for a swim and a
snooze under the cabanas. With a bottle of bubbly ordered to the room as the sun went down,
we had our friends over to our spacious balcony and enjoyed one more evening in the balmy
nighttime weather before returning.
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A little adventure and a lot of luxury is what made our trip through southern Portugal and
southern Spain unforgettable.

Have You Taken A Trip With Your Friends Before? What’s Your Travel Style?
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Eileen Cotter Wright

Eileen Cotter is a freelance travel writer, social media
manager and owner of Pure Wander. She's been to
more countries than your kindergartner can count, and
she's our resident expat extraordinaire. Follow her on
Twitter @Crooked_Flight

MORE POSTS BY EILEEN COTTER WRIGHT
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m off to Lisbon for my birthday next year (not until May but already booked!) so
*his post has made me all the more excited!!!
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Mayah Camara

Reply
£ ' August 15, 2017 at 9:56 PM
This looked like an amazing trip! I'm seriously jealous i'm in major need of a
beach or resort holiday!
Review: Hotel Silken Al-Andalus Palace in Seville, Spain - Pure Wander Reply

August 19, 2017 at 4:22 PM

[...] If you want to check out our full Spain road trip itinerary first, go here! [...]

) Gina and Zeke Reply
A August 30, 2017 at 2:03 PM
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This looks like such an amazing trip! And, great tip about splitting the car rental -
I've never thought of doing that but it's brilliant!
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